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No. 146. 

AN ACT 
'l'u amend part of section thirteen of an act, approved the tenth 

day of July, one thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pam
phlet Laws, eight hundred and fifty-seven), entitled "An act 
to provide for ·;he personal registration of electors as a con
dition of their right to vote at elections, and their enrollment 
as members of political parties as a further condition of their 
right to vote at primaries, in cities of the first class of this 
Commcnwealth, by removing from oflice all existing registra
tion commissiorn·rs am! their appointees in said cities, and au
thorizing the Governor to appoint registration commissions 
therein; defining t11e jurisdieticn of said commissions, and the 
powers and duties of the commissioners constituting same, and 
of ·their appointees, including registrars, inspectors of regis
tration, clerks, and counsel; fixbg their qualifications, terms 
of office, and compensation; granting them .certain immunity 
from arrest on registration days ; and empowering such in
spectors to arrest without warrant certain persons committing 
certain offenses in violation of this act in their presence, as 
well as to enter and inspect buildings given as residences of 
electors to inte1 rogate the inmates thereof, to ccpy or demand 
a. list of the lodgers therein, and to supervise the conduct of 
registrars; regi.Jating the registration of electors at polling 
places by registrars, and at the oflices of commissicns by com
missioners, and the right of parties or bodies of electors • to 
have watchers thereat, and the preparation and use of street 
lists and other records of those registered; allcwing the names 
of persons not entitled to vote to be struck from the registers 
in certain casen; permitting all records regarding registration 
to be inspected and copied by any elector under certain ccn
ditions; directing how the registers shall be used at elections 
and primaries; compelling the attendance of witnesses and 
payment of witness fees; and providing penalties for refusal 
to obey subpoe11as; directing receivers of taxes to appcint chief 
clerks of commissions as deputks to colll'ct poll taxc>s and 
to give receipts therefor; authorizing snch clerks to administer 
oaths, sign sub11oenas and vouchers, and to eollc>ct and disburse 
witness fees; prescribing a method for challenging persons ap
plying for regi~tration, and the procedure for the correction 
of registers, m d for appealing from actions of registrars to 
said ccmmissior.s; and allowing for appeals from the decisions 
of the commissions in certain cases to courts of common pleas; 
imposing certain duties upon election oflicers and upon the 
councils, treasu:·ers, controllers, receivers cf taxes, police officers, 
and otlu~r officials of said citiPs and upon the courts, judges, 
prothonotaries, shPriffs, commissionPrs, peace officers, and other 
officials cf the judidal districts and counties in which said 
dties are situll':ed or with which they are coextensive: legaliz
ing cPrtain acts rPquired hereby if done on any Snnday or 
legal holiday; requiring said cities to provide for the main
tenance of snirl commissions, nnil the compensation cf thc>ir 
appointees, nnd the payment of all expl'nses necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this act, and to transfer the unP.xpended 
balances of all appropriations hl'retofore made for the personal 
registration of electors of said cities during the year one 
thousand nine hundred and ninl'tPl'n to and for the use of the 
said commissions: punishing anil fixiJ1g penalties for violations 
hereof; and re;iealing all legislation inconsistent herewith." 

Section 1. :3e it enacted, &c., That such part of sec
tion thirteen of an act, apprm·ed the tenth day of Jnly, 
one thom•;and nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet 
J,aws, eig-ht hundred fifty-seven), entitlerl "An act to 
provide for the personal registration of electors as a 
condition of foeir right to vote at elections, and their 
enrollment as members of political parties as a fur-
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ther condition o{ their right to vote at primaries, in 
cities of the first class of this Commonwealth, by remov
ing from office all existing registration ~ommissioners 
and their appointees in said cities, and authorizing 
the Governor to appoint registration commissions 
therein; defining the jurisdiction of said commissions, 
and the powers and duties of the commissioners con
stituting same, and of their appointees, including reg
istrars, inspectoi-s of registration, clerks, and counsel; 
fixing their qualifications, terms of office, and com· 
peusation; granting them certain immunity from arrest 
on registration days, and empowering such inspectors 
to arrest without warrant certain persons committing 
certain offenses in violation of this act in their pres
ence, as well as to enter and inspect buildings given as 
residences of electors to interrogate the inmates there
of, to copy or demand a list of the lodgers therein, and 
to supervise the conduct of registrars; regulating the 
registration of electors at polling places by registrars, 
and at the offices of commissions by commissioners, and 
the right of parties or bodies of electors to have 
watchers thereat, and the preparation and use of 
street lists and other records of those registered; al
lowing the names of persons not entitled to vote to 
be struck from the registers in certain cases; permitting 
flll records regarding ,registration to be inspected and 
copied by any elector under certain conditions; direct· 
ing bow the registers shall be used at elections and 
primaries; compelling the attendance of witnesses and 
payment of witness fees; and providing penalties for 
L'efusal to obey subpoenas; directing receivers of taxes 
to appoint chief clerks of commissions as deputies to 
collect poll taxes and to give receipts therefor; author
izing such clerks to administer oaths, sign subpoenas 
and vouchers, and to collect and disburse witness fees; 
prescribing a method for challenging persons applying 
for registration, and the procedure for the correction 
of registers, and for appealing from actions of regis
trars to said commissions; and allowing for appeals 
from the decisions of the commissions in certain cases 
to courts of common pleas; imposing certain duties 
upon election officers, and upon the councils, treasurers, 
controllers, receivers of taxes, police officers, and other 
officials of said cities and upon the courts, judges, 
prothonotaries, sheriffs, commissioners, peace officers, 
and· other officials of the judicial districts and coun
ties in which said cities are situated or with which 
they are coextensive; legalizing certain acts required 
hereby if done on any Sund1ay or legal holiday; requir
ing said cities to provide for the maintenance of said 
commissions, and the compensation of their appointees, 
and the payment of all expenses necessary to carry 
011t the_ p1•ovisions of this i:ict, ancl to transfel' the un-
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exvended balances of all appropriations heretofore 
made for the personal registration of electors of said 
cities during il!e year 01~e thousand nine hundrr~d and 
uineteen to and for the use of the said commii;;sions; 
vunishing and fixing penalties for violations hereof; 
and repealiug all legislation inconsistent herewith," 
which reads as follows:-

"'Section 13. Every person claimillg the right to 
vote must appear in pe1·son Lefo1·e the registrars in the 
district in which he li\'es or Lefore tile commissioners, 
on one of the days presci-iLed by law, and answer the 
lJ.Uestions put iiim by them. 

"The answe1·s must be recorded oil a single line in 
two registei-s, whid1 shall have the following form,'' 
i'> here Ly amen :led to read as follows:-

Section 13. E\·ery 1ierson claimillg tile Tight to vote 
must appear · u person before tile registr:ns in the 
district in whil'h he lives or before the commissioners, 
on one of the lays prescribed hy law, and answer the 
questions put to llim by them: 

Provided, hnccvcr, That the registration commis
sioners shall, at each fall rc!Jistration preceding the 
X ovem ber election, fw nish, to the registrars of the 
several u;ards und precincts, tlte registers of the proper 
ward or vrcci1ict for the prei;iuus year. E'Very person 
appea(ing before the 1·cgisirars, who was registered in 
8a·id district jur the p1·cdous year, and who still re
sides at the s11111e residence within said district as in 
the prepious 11car, shall, after being sicorn, upon the 
/Jl'O(luction of a propc,· tax i-cceipt and the rnaking of 
a statement iltat he icas i·cvistercd in said election 
district the J;car im.111cdiatcly vreceding, that. l~e re· 
sides in t11r S'l/Jle residence as during the yea;r imnie
diately precetliug, autl. nwming the volitical party, if 
any, to tt.:hicl. he belongs, be again registered by the 
registra•1«<t~ 1rithout angzccriny the addiUonal ques
tions. ln all such cases the registrars shall, at any 
ti.me duriny the day, coill}Jlete the registration of such 
person fro111 ."lie registers of the precedin,g year, mak
ing dlle allo11·n11ce for tlie elapsin,g of one year. The 
ans\Yers mnst lie recorded on a single line in two regis· 
ters, which i;;Jrnll haw• the following form: 

A PPRO\'J·:n--'l'lw 2fith d;iy of April, A. D. rn21. 

WM. C. Rl'ROUL 
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